Book Menu for Summer Reading
We would like students to read at least 2 books this summer along with
reading at least 30 minutes each day. We hope you find a book that
interests you from this list or from the recommendations of a good friend,
teacher and our local librarians. You are not limited to only the books on
this list. We tried to provide a diverse menu of options that range in
reading level, maturity and interests. If you have more questions, please
ask the middle school librarian!

SUMMER READING TIME IS HERE! Please come visit our NEW North Shore
Middle School Digital Library through OVERDRIVE! There are 300 new titles available
to browse and check out anytime you want; both EBOOK and AUDIO options available.
You can also use your public library card to access even more titles!
To access the NSMS Digitial Library: (Ready by end of June)
1. Download the OVERDRIVE APP on any device, search for North Shore Middle
School OR go to http://northshorems.lib.overdrive.com
2. Login using your school login information (last name first initial) and your school
password.
(example: John Smith = smithj)
3. Borrow a book or audio.
4. Go to Checkouts page to download title into your Overdrive App or into your browser.

Realistic Fiction
Out Of My Mind by Sharon Draper LEVEL S
Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a
photographic memory; she can remember every detail of everything she has ever
experienced. She is smarter than most of the adults who try to diagnose her and
smarter than her classmates in her integrated classroom - the very same
classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged because she cannot tell
them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she's
determined to let everyone know it - somehow.
In this breakthrough story, reminiscent of The Diving Bell and the Butterfly, from
multiple Coretta Scott King Award-winner Sharon Draper, readers will come to
know a brilliant mind and a brave spirit who will change forever how they look at
anyone with a disability.

Rules by Cynthia Lord LEVEL R
Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near impossible
when you have a brother with autism and a family that revolves around his
disability. She's spent years trying to teach David the rules from "a peach is not a
funny-looking apple" to "keep your pants on in public" -- in order to head off
David's embarrassing behaviors.
But the summer Catherine meets Jason, a surprising, new sort-of friend, and
Kristi, the next-door friend she's always wished for, it's her own shocking
behavior that turns everything upside down and forces her to ask: What is
normal?

The Jacket by Andrew Clements LEVEL R
When Phil sees another kid wearing his brother's jacket, he assumes the jacket
was stolen. It turns out he was wrong, and Phil has to ask himself the question:
Would he have made the same assumption if the boy wearing the jacket hadn't
been African American? And that question leads to others that reveal some
unsettling truths about Phil's neighborhood, his family, and even himself.

WONDER by R.J. Palacio LEVEL U
August Pullman is not an ordinary ten-year-old kid. Sure, he's a huge Star Wars
fan, he loves his dog, and he's got a pretty good sense of humor. But August was
born with a craniofacial abnormality, a genetic defect that caused his facial
features to be severely deformed. His life has never been "normal."
Despite his differences, August and his parents decide to transition him from
home school to private school now that he's entering fifth grade. It's the start of
middle school, they reason, so everyone will be new. But August has to deal with
so much more than just being new. Will he make friends? Will he decide to stay
at the school? And can the people around him learn to see past his appearance?
This brilliant, sensitive story, narrated not only by August, but also by his older
sister, his classmates, and other kids in his life, takes an insightful look at how
one person's differences can affect the lives of so many others.

If You’re Reading This by Trent Reedy LEVEL Z
Mike was seven when his father was killed in mysterious circumstances in
Afghanistan. Eight years later, the family still hasn't recovered: Mike's mom is
overworked and overprotective; his younger sister Mary feels no connection to
the father she barely remembers; and in his quest to be "the man of the family,"
Mike knows he's missing out on everyday high school life.

Nonfiction
Chasing Lincoln's Killer by James L. Swanson LEVEL Z
Based on rare archival material, obscure trial manuscripts, and interviews with
relatives of the conspirators and the manhunters, Chasing Lincoln's Killer is a
fast-paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild
twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of
Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia.

I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed
the World (Young Readers Edition) by Patricia McCormick and
Malala LEVEL Y
Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her
region. They said music was a crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to
the market. They said girls couldn't go to school.

Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was
taught to stand up for what she believes.

Soul Surfer: A True Story of Faith, Family, and Fighting to Get
Back on the Board by Bethany Hamilton and Rick Bundschuh LEVEL
Z
She lost her arm in a shark attack and nearly died, but she never lost her faith.
Now a major motion picture, "Soul Surfer" is the moving story of Bethany
Hamilton's triumphant return to competitive surfing and has continued to be a
beacon of inspiration to all who hear it.

DR. JENNER AND THE SPECKLED MONSTER by Albert Marrin
Not Rated for Guided Reading; probably about W or X
In 1796, an unknown country doctor named Edward Jenner developed and
administered the world's first vaccine-turning the tide in humanity's age-old war
against disease.
Award-winning author Albert Marrin explains the significance of "immortal"
Jenner's gift to mankind as he narrates the epic story of smallpox, a disease so
contagious and deadly it has dramatically influenced the course of history. From
the mummified remains of its first known victim to the sinister threat of the "frozen
monster" that lurks in the vials of ultramodern laboratories, readers will be held
spellbound by this readable and timely combination of science and history.

PHINEAS GAGE by John Fleishman LEVEL X
Phineas Gage, a railroad construction foreman, was blasting rock near
Cavendish, Vermont, in 1848 when a thirteen-pound iron rod was shot through
his brain. Miraculously, he survived to live another eleven years and become a
textbook case in brain science.
At the time, Phineas Gage seemed to recover completely from his accident. He
could walk, talk, work, and travel, but he was changed. Gage "was no longer
Gage," said his Vermont doctor, meaning that the old Phineas was dependable
and well liked, and the new Phineas was crude and unpredictable. His case
astonished doctors in his day and still fascinates doctors today. What happened
and what didn't happen inside the brain of Phineas Gage will tell you a lot about
how your brain works and how you act human.

Fantasy & Fantasy Series Books
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone LEVEL V
Harry Potter thinks he is an ordinary boy. He lives with his Uncle Vernon, Aunt
Petunia and cousin Dudley, who are mean to him and make him sleep in a
cupboard under the stairs. (Dudley, however, has two bedrooms, one to sleep in
and one for all his toys and games.) Then Harry starts receiving mysterious
letters and his life is changed forever. He is whisked away by a beetle-eyed giant
of a man and enrolled at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. The
reason: Harry Potter is a wizard! The first book in the "Harry Potter" series makes
the perfect introduction to the world of Hogwarts

Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher: A Magic Shop Book by Bruce
Coville LEVEL R
Sixth-grader Jeremy Thatcher discovers a strange magic shop he has never
seen before. He enters, and his life is changed forever. Buying what he thinks is
a marble, he discovers he has really purchased a dragon’s egg.

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman LEVEL X
After the grisly murder of his entire family, a toddler wanders into a graveyard
where the ghosts and other supernatural residents agree to raise him as one of
their own.
Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a normal boy. He would be
completely normal if he didn't live in a sprawling graveyard, being raised and
educated by ghosts, with a solitary guardian who belongs to neither the world of
the living nor of the dead. There are dangers and adventures in the graveyard for
a boy. But if Bod leaves the graveyard, then he will come under attack from the
man Jack—who has already killed Bod's family…

SPORTS
Heat by Mike Lupica LEVEL V
Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with aspirations
of leading his team all the way to the Little League World Series. But his
firepower is nothing compared to the heat Michael faces in his day-to-day life.
Newly orphaned after his father led the family’s escape from Cuba, Michael’s
only family is his seventeen-year old brother Carlos. If Social Services hears of
their situation, they will be separated in the foster-care system—or worse, sent
back to Cuba. Together, the boys carry on alone, dodging bills and anyone who
asks too many questions. But then someone wonders how a twelve-year-old boy
could possibly throw with as much power as Michael Arroyo throws. With no way
to prove his age, no birth certificate, and no parent to fight for his cause,

Michael’s secret world is blown wide open, and he discovers that family can
come from the most unexpected sources.

Summer Ball by Mike Lupica LEVEL V
Summer Ball by Mike Lupica is a coming of age novel of particular interest to
young boys. It follows 13-year-old Danny Walker as he attends an elite summer
basketball camp in the hope of finding out whether his lack of height will prevent
him from being able to play against bigger and stronger players.

The Running Dream by Wendell Van Draanen LEVEL X
The Running Dream is a novel by Wendelin Van Draanen. It follows the story of a
high school girl named Jessica who loses one of her legs in a school bus
accident. This would be a tough experience for anyone…but Jessica is on the
track team. She doesn’t just love to run – she considers running just as important
as breathing! This book takes us through Jessica’s emotions, her mental and
physical challenges, and her extraordinary journey to her “new normal” life.

The Contract by Derek Jeter LEVEL— not available
As a young boy, Derek Jeter dreams of being the shortstop for the New York
Yankees. He even imagines himself in the World Series. So when Derek is
chosen for the Little League Tigers, he hopes to play shortstop. But on the day of
the assignments, Derek starts at second base. Still, he tries his best while he
wishes and dreams of that shortstop spot. And to help him stay focused on
school, his parents make him a contract: keep up the grades or no baseball.
Derek makes sure he always plays his best game—on and off the baseball field!
For more like this check out Hit & Miss as well.

Science Fiction/ Adventure
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen LEVEL R
At first consumed by despair and self-pity, Brian slowly learns survival skills—how to make a
shelter for himself, how to hunt and fish and forage for food, how to make a fire—and even finds
the courage to start over from scratch when a tornado ravages his campsite. When Brian is
finally rescued after fifty-four days in the wild, he emerges from his ordeal with new patience
and maturity, and a greater understanding of himself and his parents.

My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George LEVEL U
Sam Gribley is terribly unhappy living in New York City with his family, so he runs away to the
Catskill Mountains to live in the woods—all by himself. With only a penknife, a ball of cord, forty
dollars, and some flint and steel, he intends to survive on his own. Sam learns about courage,

danger, and independence during his year in the wilderness, a year that changes his life
forever.

The Maze Runner series James Dasher LEVEL X
When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name.
He’s surrounded by strangers—boys whose memories are also gone. Outside
the towering stone walls that surround the Glade is a limitless, ever-changing
maze. It’s the only way out—and no one’s ever made it through alive.

The Giver by Lois Lowry LEVEL Y
Jonas's world is perfect. Everything is under control. There is no war or fear of
pain. There are no choices. Every person is assigned a role in the community.
December is the time of the annual Ceremony at which each twelve-year-old
receives a life assignment determined by the Elders. Jonas watches his friend
Fiona named Caretaker of the Old and his cheerful pal Asher labeled the
Assistant Director of Recreation.
But Jonas has been chosen for something special. When his selection leads him
to an unnamed man — the man called only the Giver — he begins to sense the
dark secrets that underlie the fragile perfection of his world.

Historical Fiction
Bud not Buddy Christopher Curtis LEVEL U
It's 1936, in Flint, Michigan. Ten-year-old Bud may be a motherless boy on the run, but
he's on a mission. His momma never told him who his father was, but she left a clue:
posters of Herman E. Calloway and his famous band, the Dusky Devastators of the
Depression! Bud's got an idea that those posters will lead to his father. Once he decides
to hit the road and find this mystery man, nothing can stop him.
Bud, Not Buddy is full of laugh-out-loud humor and wonderful characters, hitting the
high notes of jazz and sounding the deeper tones of the Great Depression.

Number the Stars Lois Lowry LEVEL U
As German troops begin their campaign to "relocate" all the Jews of Denmark, 10-yearold Annemarie Johansen's family takes in Annemarie's best friend, Ellen Rosen, and
conceals her by pretending she's part of the family. Then, through Annemarie's eyes,
readers watch as the Danish Resistance smuggles almost the entire Jewish population
of Denmark — nearly 7,000 people — across the sea to Sweden.

Letters From Rifka by Karen Hesse LEVEL S
Rifka knows nothing about America when she flees from Russia with her family in 1919. But
she dreams that in the new country she will at last be safe from the Russian soldiers and their
harsh treatment of the Jews. Throughout her journey, Rifka carries with her a cherished volume
of poetry by Alexander Pushkin. In it, she records her observations and experiences in the form
of letters to Tovah, the beloved cousin she has left behind.

Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko LEVEL X
Moose Flanagan and his family move to Alcatraz—a tiny island off the coast of San
Francisco that houses some of the country's most dangerous criminals. Moose is less
than thrilled about being away from home, stuck on a cement rock where most of the
population is behind bars. Which seems like a totally legit reaction to this development.

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson LEVEL Z
As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own
fight...for freedom. Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her
sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of fate become the property of a malicious New York
City couple, the Locktons, who have no sympathy for the American Revolution
and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets Curzon, a slave with ties
to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her owners, who know details of
British plans for invasion. She is reluctant at first, but when the unthinkable
happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her loyalty is available to the bidder who can
provide her with freedom.

Mystery
THE WESTING GAME by Ellen Raskin LEVEL V * A Newbery
Medal winner.
When sixteen people are called together for the reading of wealthy Sam
Westing's will, they are surprised to learn that the will is actually a contest in
which they are all to participate. Working with partners, the potential heirs take
their clues to try to find the elusive answer to the Westing game and thus take
their shares of the two-hundred-million-dollar prize.

DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE by Peter Abrahams LEVEL W
Welcome to Echo Falls. Home of a thousand secrets, where Ingrid Levin-Hill,
super sleuth, never knows what will happen next.
Ingrid is in the wrong place at the wrong time. Or at least her shoes are. Getting
them back means getting involved in a murder investigation rivaling those solved
by her idol, Sherlock Holmes, and Ingrid has enough on her plate with club
soccer, school, and the plum role of Alice in the Echo Falls production of Alice in
Wonderland. But much as in Alice's adventures down the rabbit hole, things in
Ingrid's small town keep getting curiouser and curiouser. Her favorite director has
a serious accident onstage (but is it an accident?), and the police chief is on
Ingrid's tail, grilling her about everything from bike-helmet law to the color of her
cleats. Echo Falls has turned into a nightmare, and Ingrid is determined to wake
up.
Edgar Award-nominated novelist Peter Abrahams builds suspense as a smart
young girl finds that her small town isn't nearly as safe as it seems.

The Face on the Milk Carton (Janie Johnson, #1) By Caroline B. Cooney
LEVEL Y
The face on the milk carton looks like an ordinary little girl: hair in tight
pigtails, a dress with a narrow white collar, a three-year-old who was
kidnapped more than twelve years ago from a shopping mall in New Jersey.
As fifteen-year-old Janie Johnson stares at the milk carton, she feels
overcome with shock. She knows that little girl is she. But how could it be
true?
Book Scavenger (The Book Scavenger series) by Jennifer
Chambliss Bertman LEVEL - not available
Twelve-year-old Emily is on the move again. Her family is relocating to San Francisco,
home of her literary idol: Garrison Griswold, creator of the online sensation Book
Scavenger, a game where books are hidden all over the country and clues to find them are
revealed through puzzles. But Emily soon learns that Griswold has been attacked and is
in a coma, and no one knows anything about the epic new game he had been poised to
launch. Then Emily and her new friend James discover an odd book, which they come to
believe is from Griswold and leads to a valuable prize. But there are others on the hunt
for this book, and Emily and James must race to solve the puzzles Griswold left behind
before Griswold’s attackers make them their next target.

Dystopian
Matched by Ally Condie LEVEL Z
Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right choices for her: what to
read, what to watch, what to believe. So when Xander's face appears on-screen
at her Matching ceremony, Cassia knows with complete certainty that he is her
ideal mate...until she sees Ky Markham's face flash for an instant before the
screen fades to black. The Society tells her it's a glitch, a rare malfunction, and
that she should focus on the happy life she's destined to lead with Xander. But
Cassia can't stop thinking about Ky, and as they slowly fall in love, she is faced
with an impossible choice: between the only life she's known and a path that no
one else has dared to follow.
This futuristic coming-of-age novel is based on a classic premise: that of a future
society that seems to have solved the problem of human happiness by making
every "right choice" for its citizens. Readers will see the flaw in eliminating free
will from the very first pages, but they won't be able to look away as Cassia
discovers two truths as old as humankind: that there is no joy without personal
liberty, and love is a mystery that can be embraced but never solved.

Gone by Michael Grant LEVEL YOUNG ADULT
Everyone disappears. Gone.
Everyone except for the young. Teens. Middle schoolers. Toddlers. But not a
single adult. No teachers, no cops, no doctors, no parents. Gone, too, are the
phones, internet, and television. There is no way to get help.
Hunger threatens. Bullies rule. A sinister creature lurks. Animals are mutating.
And the teens themselves are changing, developing new talents--unimaginable,
dangerous, deadly powers — that grow stronger by the day.
It's a terrifying new world. Sides are being chosen and war is imminent.
The first in a breathtaking saga about teens battling each other and their darkest
selves, gone is a page-turning thriller that will make you look at the world in a
whole new way.

Comic Novel
The Brilliant World of Tom Gates [Book 1] by Liz Pichon Level S
Meet Tom Gates. When his teachers don’t have their beady eyes on him, he likes to draw
pictures and write about stuff, like last summer’s worst camping vacation ever (five merits!), or
how much he hates sitting next to nosy Marcus Meldrew, the most annoying boy at school. All
Tom really wants is to score tickets to see the best band ever, Dude3, when they come to town,
and to impress Amy Porter, who is very nice and smart (but is currently ignoring him). Tom’s
teachers think he is easily distracted and “lacks focus,” but that’s a bit harsh — can he help it if
his grumpy big sister, Delia, made him late for school (again), or that last night’s homework had
to be sacrificed to stave off a vicious dog attack? Master of excuses, creative storyteller, and
middle-school comedian extraordinaire, Tom Gates is guaranteed to get kids turning the pages —
and keep them laughing.

